Conservation of Old Style & Milk Production
Nubian Genetics

Purpose of This Page

This information page is intended to educate breeders, buyers, and stewards of the Nubian breed on the
importance of conserving old style Nubian type and proven milk production genetics. These genetics
represent decades of selective breeding focused on function, longevity, and dairy performance, and they
require intentional preservation to prevent permanent loss.

What Are Old Style Nubian Genetics?

Old style Nubians are not a trend or a step backward—they are the foundation genetics upon which the
Nubian breed was built.

Key characteristics commonly include: - Substantial bone and body capacity - Deep heart girth and wide
chest floor - Strong feet and legs designed for longevity - Udder attachments selected for durability and
function - Body depth and width that support feed intake and milk production - Balance between dairy
character and strength

These traits were historically selected to support sustained milk production, reproductive soundness, and
long productive lives—not just show-ring appearance.

Importance of Proven Milk Production Genetics

Milk production is a heritable trait that is best preserved through: - Multi-generation production records -
Consistent maternal performance - Strong udder structure that holds up over time - Does that maintain
body condition while milking

Breeding decisions that minimize production data in favor of short-term visual trends risk eroding the
Nubian’s identity as a true dairy goat.

Why Conservation Matters

1. Genetic Diversity

As breeding focuses narrow toward a single visual type, valuable genetics are quietly lost. Conserving old
style and production-focused lines maintains genetic diversity, which protects the breed from future
weaknesses.



2. Functional Sustainability

Nubians were developed to thrive under a wide range of management systems. Old style genetics often
demonstrate: - Better resilience to environmental stress - Strong maternal instincts - Soundness that
reduces early culling

3. Irreplaceable Bloodlines

Once a proven genetic line is diluted or lost, it cannot be recreated. Conservation ensures future breeders
have access to these irreplaceable genetics.

Ethical Stewardship of Valuable Genetics

Responsible conservation requires intentional placement and breeding decisions.

Good stewardship includes: - Placing high-value genetics with breeders who understand their importance
- Using written sales agreements that protect bloodlines - Avoiding indiscriminate dispersal of rare or
proven lines - Breeding with long-term goals rather than short-term popularity

This is not about control—it is about preservation.

Role of the Buyer in Conservation

Buyers play a critical role in preservation by: - Valuing production records and maternal history -
Understanding functional body types - Committing to responsible breeding practices - Avoiding fad-driven
selection

An informed buyer helps keep valuable genetics alive.

Conservation Is Not Anti-Progress
Preserving old style and milk production Nubians does not oppose improvement. Instead, it ensures that
progress remains rooted in function, health, and productivity, rather than replacing one extreme with

another.

Balanced breeding honors the past while protecting the future.

Our Commitment

We are committed to: - Preserving proven Nubian genetics - Educating buyers and breeders - Breeding for
milk production, soundness, and longevity - Acting as stewards—not owners—of the Nubian breed



Final Thought

The future of the Nubian breed depends on deliberate choices made today. Conservation of old style and
milk production genetics ensures that Nubians remain productive, functional dairy goats for generations to

come.

Preservation is responsibility, not restriction.
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