
Goat Diseases New Goat Owners Should Be Aware Of

This guide provides an overview of common goat diseases and health concerns that new goat owners
should understand. Early recognition, good management, and preventative care are key to maintaining
a healthy herd.

Internal Parasites (Worms & Coccidia)

Cause weight loss, anemia, diarrhea, and poor growth. Regular fecal testing and targeted deworming
are essential.

Caprine Arthritis Encephalitis (CAE)

A viral disease causing arthritis, mastitis, and neurological issues. Spread primarily through milk and
close contact.

Caseous Lymphadenitis (CL)

A bacterial disease causing abscesses in lymph nodes. Highly contagious and difficult to eradicate
once established.

Johne’s Disease

A chronic wasting disease that causes progressive weight loss and diarrhea. Often spread through
contaminated manure.

Pneumonia

Can be caused by bacteria, viruses, or poor ventilation. Signs include coughing, nasal discharge, and
labored breathing.

Enterotoxemia (Overeating Disease)

Caused by Clostridium bacteria. Often sudden and fatal; preventable through CDT vaccination.

Foot Rot & Foot Scald

Bacterial infections of the hoof leading to lameness. Proper trimming and dry footing are critical for
prevention.

Mastitis

Inflammation of the udder, usually bacterial. Can affect milk quality and doe health.

Tetanus

A serious bacterial disease entering through wounds. Preventable with vaccination.

Soremouth (Orf)

A contagious viral disease causing scabs around the mouth and nose. Zoonotic—can infect humans.

Preventative Health Tips for New Goat Owners:



• Work with a veterinarian experienced in goats
• Quarantine new animals before introducing them to your herd
• Maintain clean housing and proper nutrition
• Follow a vaccination and parasite management program
• Observe goats daily for changes in behavior or condition


